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Theology: The Doctrine of Justification 
 
Suggested Memory Verse 
 
Romans 3:21-22 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. (ESV) 
 
Introduction 
 
In our study of the facets of salvation we have looked at election, regeneration, and conversion. 
This week we look at one of the most important things anyone could ever learn—justification.  
There are yet other facets of our salvation such as adoption, sanctification, and glorification. 
These are important, and we will look at them in theology units of our discipleship curriculum in 
future years.  
 
When someone who has been chosen and regenerated by God places their faith in Christ they 
are justified. This means that God not only forgives all their past, present, and future sin, but he 
also credits all the righteousness Christ earned in his life and in his death to their account. 
Imagine standing before a judge knowing you’re guilty. You’re waiting to hear your punishment. 
But instead the judge says Christ has taken your punishment, dying in your place, and has given 
you his record and its reward. That’s justification.  
 
Before we dig into Scripture to learn about justification, let’s get a sense of the importance of 
what we’re about to study by reading the following quote from John Newton’s A Review of 
Ecclesiastical History which was published in 1769.  
 

“Whenever and wherever the doctrines of free grace and justification by faith have 
prevailed in the Christian Church, and according to the degree of clearness with which 
they have been enforced, the practical duties of Christianity have flourished in the same 
proportion. Wherever they have declined, or been tempered with the reasonings and 
expedients of men, either from a well-meant, though mistaken fear, lest they should be 
abused, or from a desire to accommodate the gospel, and render it more palatable to 
the depraved taste of the world, the consequence has always been, an equal declension 
in practice. So long as the gospel of Christ is maintained without adulteration, it is found 
sufficient for every valuable purpose; but when the wisdom of man is permitted to add 
to the perfect work of God, a wide door is opened for innumerable mischiefs.”  

 
In light of that quote, write a brief prayer asking God for help as you study this. 
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TRUTH 
 
Read Romans 3:9-20 

1. What does it mean that “through the law comes knowledge of sin?” (v20) 
 
 
 
 

2. Why can’t anyone be justified before God by works of the law?  
 
 
 
 

3. How do these verses shape your understanding of your need? What impact should they 
have on your heart?  

 
 
 
 
 
Read Romans 3:21-31* 

1. Put these verses in your own words.  
 
 
 
 

2. What solution does God provide for the problem of our sin? 
 
 
 
 

3. How do we receive the righteousness of God?  
 
 
 
 

4. Why can’t we boast before God? 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
* Propitiation is when God’s just wrath for sin was turned away from us because it was all poured out on Jesus 
when he hung on the cross. Rico Tice defines God’s wrath as his settled, controlled, personal hostility to evil. 



Unit 4 (The Doctrine of Justification) – Page 3 
 

Read Romans 4:1-25 
1. Abrahams’s faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” What do those words tell us 

about when we receive God’s righteousness? 
 
 
 
 

2. Circumcision was a sign of God’s Old Covenant that he gave to Abraham and his 
descendants. Many of the Jews of Paul’s time saw it as "a leg up" in their standing and 
status before God. But what does the timing of Abraham's circumcision, faith, and 
justification show us about that? By implication what does it show us about other good 
things on which we might want to base our standing and status before God? 

 
 
 
 

3. Is justification by faith new to the New Testament? How can you tell?  
 
 
 
 

4. Why must justification be by faith alone? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Romans 5:1-2 

1. What are two results of our justification?  
 
 
 
 

2. In the first part of verse 2 there are two main verbs: one, “we have obtained access;” 
and two, “stand.” Both of these verbs are in the perfect tense. This means they were 
completed in the past, but have continuing effect. They describe a state resulting from a 
prior action. What does it mean for you and your relationship with God each time you 
sin that in the past you “have obtained access by faith into this grace in which you 
stand,” and that those words continue to describe you in the present?  

 
 

“Justification is a past event with a present reality.” 
Jerry Bridges  
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Equipping 
 
Remember our quote from Martin Lloyd-Jones, “Have you realized that most of your 
unhappiness in life is due to the fact that you are listening to yourself instead of talking to 
yourself?”† When we talk to ourselves about the truth of justification the benefits are 
tremendous. Below are five signs that we need to trust the truth of justification more. Be 
prepared to share with your group which one you struggle with the most.  
 
Judging others and not including those who are different than you  
We see this played out in Galatians 2:11-14. Peter stopped eating with Gentiles and Paul told 
him he was out of step with the gospel, particularly with justification. If God accepted us 
unconditionally, then that should impact how we treat those different than us. Are there 
individuals or groups that you look down upon because they are different than you? 
 
 
Minimizing sin 
Justification covers every sin. It means that God the judge fully accepts us. If we have that kind 
of standing with him, then we don’t need to worry about what others think of us. When we 
don’t trust that we can minimize our sin. This can look like defensiveness (when confronted 
with sin or weakness, do you justify, get angry, talk about things you’ve done well), keeping up 
appearances (to gain the approval of others), or blame shifting (seeking to pin on someone or 
something else that which is your fault). Do any of these describe you? 
 
 
Clinging to other things for righteousness 
The righteousness we gain in justification gives us standing before him that counts for more 
than anything else. When we don’t trust this, we look to other things for our standing before 
God or others. For example, someone who is proud about their financial success might have 
“money management righteousness.” Someone who has success in their job might have 
“career righteousness.” There could also be “family righteousness” (my kids turned out better 
than your kids), “church righteousness” (looking down on those who attend somewhere else), 
“political righteousness” (thank God I don’t vote like that person), etc. To what do you look to, 
to give you standing before God or others? 
 
 
Trying to perform for God 
If we know that we will always have the smile of our Father God upon us because of 
justification, then we no longer have to perform to gain his approval. If we are doing anything 
at all to increase God’s approval of us, then we are trying to add to the approval we gain by 
Christ’s righteousness imputed to us. But we can’t be more righteous than Christ. What do you 
do to increase his approval of you?   

                                                      
† Lloyd-Jones, Martin. Spiritual Depression: Its Causes and Its Cure. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, MI. 1965. Page 20.  
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Accountability 
 

1. How can your group support you in your fight to trust justification in the areas 
mentioned above? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What have you been repenting of in the last few weeks? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Are you carrying guilt for things that would be gone if you rested more in your 
justification? 
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MISSION 
 
How does the truth of justification change how you pray for non-believers? 
 
 
 
Who are the three people (non-church, non-believers) you are praying for? 

1. ____________________________ 
2. ____________________________ 
3. ____________________________ 

Steps I have taken or will take to connect with them: 
1. _____________________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________________ 
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Supplication 

 
Spend time praising God for the peace you have with him because of justification.  
 
Pray for your lost neighbors, friends, and family. 
 
Pray for Village Seven to be effective in the mission God has given it.  
 
What needs do you have that your group can be praying for? 
 
What’s one area of godliness that you can pray for each other about? 
 
 


