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One Another - Christian Community - Week 1 
 

Truth 
 

An Introduction 
These lessons will concentrate on applying the “one another” principles within the 

context of community and the application of the gospel in our relationships. So the 

issue is not simply our own relationship with Christ, but the impact of the gospel 

wherever we live and how we interact with the body of Christ. 

The logo for “One Another” is the aspen tree. While aspens 

look unconnected above ground, standing on their own, they 

are all connected below through their root system. Aspen 

trees reproduce with suckers sprouting from existing root 

systems and can encompass large areas. In American 

society, the goal and dream has become independence. Even 

when we work with the poor, the goal is to make them 

independent, just like we are. True, biblical community, 

however, requires interdependence. Community or One 

Another is like an organism based on a web of interdependence. (David Prior, Creating 

Community, p. 192)  

 

A Call to Consider Others Above Yourself 

Read Philippians 2:1-4 “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from 

love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others.”  
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As those in the body of Christ are all connected, so the One Another practices are 
connected like rungs on a wheel. Between the rungs of the wheel write down the 
One Another statements you can think of. We will see that the One Another 
statements are all held together, by loving one another. 
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Christian Community: One Another Principles 
Fellowship with One Another 

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

Be devoted to and Honor One Another 

Rom 12:10 “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 

Accept One Another 

Rom 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. 

Serve One Another 

Gal 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 

Bearing with One Another 

Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. 

Col 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Forgive One Another 

Col 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Be Kind and Compassionate to One Another 

Eph 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 
in Christ God forgave you. 

Pray for One Another 

Eph 6:18 Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that 
end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,  

Admonish One Another 

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. 
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Encourage One Another and Build each other up 

1Thes 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.   

Heb 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that 
none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

Live in harmony with One Another 

1 Pet 3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, 
love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

Submit to One Another 

Eph 5:21 Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Love One Another 

John 13:34-35 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another. 
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Equipping 
 

What is our motivation to be of the same mind, same love and of one accord  
(Philippians 2:1-4)? 

 

 

 

What does it look like to live out the one another practices?  

 

 

 

What negative attitudes (heart issues) keep us from this? 

 

REPENT 

Where does this lesson show a need for a change of attitude or behavior, and/or 
your need for Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 
BELIEVE 
What does this lesson invite you to believe about God and the redemptive work of 
Christ? What does this lesson invite you to believe about God’s care for you?  

 

 

 

FIGHT 

As you trust what you discovered above, how should you to live because of it and 
through it?  
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Accountability 
 
Before your time together, thank about the questions below. You might be asked any 
of these questions and you may be asking them of one another during your time 
together. These questions will help you to examine your life in light of the truth you 
explored this week and allow each of you an opportunity to encourage each other. 
Space is below so that you may jot down any notes during the discussions in your 
meeting so that you may post on Facebook and other social media. 
 
What sins have you been struggling with for which you need to repent? 
 
 

Where have you been repenting lately? 
 
 

Where in your life have you not been believing the gospel? 
 
 

Where in your life do you need to fight? 
 
 

What step have you been heavy footed in lately? 
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Mission 

 

Share briefly an update on how the relationship is going with the three people on 
your prayer tags. 

 

 

What would the next step in one of these relationships look like? Each of you help 
brainstorm ways to further the relationship or take steps towards sharing the gospel. 

 

 

In general, do you feel encouraged or discouraged in these three relationships? 
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Supplication 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  
Phil 4:6-7 

Share your prayer requests with one another. Space is provided below to write them 
down. Use this to help remind you what to pray for each other during the week.   

In addition, there are a few questions to help you share requests. 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding the truth this week? 

 

 

In light of the discussion this week what do you need to pray for? 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding any situations in your life this week? 

 

 

Prayer requests from others in the group this week 
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One Another - Fellowship - Week 2 
 

Truth 
 

 
Have fellowship with one another 
 

Acts 2:42 “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

______________________________________________________________ 

Devoted to the Fellowship: (Fellowship-κοινωνία / koinonia) Boice states, “The 
Greek word for “fellowship” is koinonia, which has to do with holding something in 
common. The form of the Greek language spoken in the time of the apostles was not 
classical Greek but a kind of Greek called Koine. This is from the same root as the 
word for “fellowship,” and it means “common.” The Greek of the apostles’ time was 
“common Greek” because it was the universal language of the day. It is that 
language in which the New Testament is written. The fellowship of the church was a 
common fellowship because of the great spiritual realities the believers shared in 
together. 

 

“A careful, joyful, transparent fellowship expressed in a Spirit-inspired 
togetherness.” --William Larkin, (Acts, p. 62) 
 

“Fellowship with God and true fellowship with others go together.” 
--James M. Boice, (Commentary on Philippians, p. 58) 
 
“It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a 
gift of the Kingdom of God…Therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege 
of living a common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s grace from the 
bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, 
nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in community with Christian 
brethren.” --Dietrich Bonhoeffer, (Life Together, p. 20) 
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Accept One Another 

 
Having true fellowship with one another presumes an acceptance of one another. 

Romans 15:5-7 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you 
the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one 
mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God.” 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God” 
(ESV Rom 15:7). 

Romans 14:1 “As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 
over opinions” (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:9-13). 

 
Diversity and Acceptance 
 
Have you ever felt like a true outsider? 
 
When Christianity burst upon the world after the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, it found it an extremely divided place. Some of the divisions were nationalistic 
(Greeks and Romans), racial (Greeks and Jews), gender (men and women), or 
economical (slave and master).  
 
The word “Accept” (which also means welcome or receive) is the key. From these 
verses what should motivate us to accept one another? 
 
“This, then, is the first important example of Jesus’ acceptance of other people: He 
died for Gentiles as well as Jews. Paul is telling the Jews, who would have tended to 
look down on Gentile members of the Roman church, that since God has accepted 
the Gentiles they should not refuse them” (Boice 1821-22). 
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Equipping 
 

Devoted to Fellowship 

Why do we often take Christian community for granted?   

 

 

What does it look like to be devoted to the fellowship? List several characteristics. 

 

 

How must we view ourselves in order to see Christian fellowship as a gift of grace? 

 

 

 

How is the challenge to the early church from the author of Hebrews crucial for us 
today? “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some (Heb 10:24-25)? 

 

 

Accept One another 

How should the statement, just as Christ accepted you, encourage you to accept 
others? 

 

 

 

How should the statement, for the glory of God, encourage you to accept others? 
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What are issues or attitudes that can cause division in the church today and impede 
true acceptance? 

 

 

Evaluate your attitude toward other Christians concerning prejudice and favoritism.  

Repent  Believe Fight 

 

 

How can you work to promote acceptance in your church and among your 
relationships? 
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Accountability 

 
Before your time together, thank about the questions below. You might be asked any 
of these questions and you may be asking them of one another during your time 
together. These questions will help you to examine your life in light of the truth you 
explored this week and allow each of you an opportunity to encourage each other.  
Space is below so you may jot down any notes during the discussions in your 
meeting so that you may post on Facebook and other social media. 
 
What sins have you been struggling with for which you need to repent? 
 
 
 
Where have you been repenting lately? 
 
 

 

Where in your life have you not been believing the gospel? 
 
 

 

Where in your life do you need to fight? 
 
 

 

What step have you been heavy footed in lately? 
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Mission 

 

How can we love the un-churched where we live, play and work? 
 
 
 
 

Share briefly an update on how the relationship is going with the three people on 
your prayer tags. 

 

 

What would the next step in one of these relationships look like? Each of you 
help brainstorm ways to further the relationship or take steps towards sharing the 
gospel. 

 

 

In general, do you feel encouraged or discouraged in these three relationships? 
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Supplication 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  
Phil 4:6-7 

Share your prayer requests with one another. Space is below to write them down. 
Use this to help remind you what to pray for each other during the week.   

In addition, there are a few questions to help you share requests. 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding the truth this week? 

 

 

In light of the discussion this week what do you need to pray for? 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding any situations in your life this week? 

 

 

Prayer requests from others in the group this week 
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One Another – Forgiveness - Week 3 
 

Truth 
 

God never intended us to follow Christ and engage in the Christian life alone.  
Through gospel relationships, we encourage one another and hold each other 
accountable to live out biblical truths. Discipleship is expected to occur in the context 
of the community of Christ—gospel relationships. J.I. Packer states,  

“We should not think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, 
an optional addition to exercises of private devotion. We should recognize 
rather that such fellowship is a spiritual necessity; for God has made us in such 
a way that our fellowship with himself is fed by our fellowship with fellow-
Christians, and requires to be so fed constantly for its own deepening and 
enrichment” (God’s Words, 193). 

The One Another statements in the New Testament give us a picture of what it looks 
like to live gospel relationships within the body of Christ. The One Another principles 
are intended to be practiced within community—in fact, they cannot be lived out in 
isolation. 

 
Forgive One Another 

Colossians 3:12-14 “12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with 
one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. “ 

 

We are… (write several synonyms to the following descriptions of who we are in 
Christ) 

God’s Chosen Ones 

Holy 

Beloved  
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Garments of Grace 

Christian character is a like a single garment woven from threads of varying colors 
and shades. From a distance the garments appears to be a single color, but closer 
examination reveals that it takes a combination of different colored threads to 
produce the overall affect. Each of these characteristics represents a distinct color of 
thread in the fabric, but they are woven together to creates what Jerry Bridges calls 
a garment of grace, which reflects Christ’s character (Transforming Grace, p. 196). 

Ralph Martin states, “Paul’s thought is never narrowly individual and pietistic as 
though his chief design was to write a manual for the internal life of sainthood.  His 
concern is ever with the Christian’s corporate life (The New Century Bible 
Commentary: Colossians and Philemon, 113).”  

Read the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Mt 18:21-35) 

21 “Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to 
him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the 
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that 
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 
taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in 
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
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Equipping 

 
Putting on the Garments of Grace 

To what extent have you been forgiven by Jesus?  

 

How does this knowledge/experience enable you to forgive others? 

 

 

The Unforgiving Servant (Mt 18:21-35) 

Who are the characters in this parable? 

 

What is the lesson Jesus is teaching? 

 

Who are you in this parable?  

 

 

Questions for Application 

How easy do you find it to forgive someone who has hurt you or has hurt someone 
you love? 

 

 

What gets in the way of forgiving others? 

 

 

What is the relationship between bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another? 
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REPENT 

Where does this lesson show a need for a change of attitude or behavior, and/or 
your need for Christ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELIEVE 

What does this lesson invite you to believe about God and the redemptive work of 
Christ? What does this lesson invite you to believe about God’s care for you?  

 

 

 

 

FIGHT 

As you trust what you discovered above, how should you to live because of it and 
through it?  



Unit 5 – Page 20 
 

 
Accountability 

 
Before your time together, think about the questions below. You might be asked any 
of these questions and you may be asking them of one another during your time 
together. These questions will help you to examine your life in light of the truth you 
explored this week and allow each of you an opportunity to encourage each other.   
 
What sins have you been struggling with for which you need to repent? 
 
 
 
Where have you been repenting lately? 
 
 

 

Where in your life have you not been believing the gospel? 
 
 

 

Where in your life do you need to fight? 
 
 

 

What step have you been heavy footed in lately? 
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Mission 

Who are the three people (non-church, non-believers) for whom you are praying? 

1. ____________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ 
 

Steps I have taken or will take to connect with them: 

1. _____________________________________________ 
 

2. _____________________________________________ 
 

3. _____________________________________________ 
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Supplication 

Share your prayer requests with one another. Space is provided below to write them 
down. Use this to help remind you what to pray for each other during the week.   

In addition, there are a few questions to help you share requests. 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding the truth this week? 

 

In light of the discussion this week what do you need to pray for? 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding any situations in your life this week? 

 

Prayer requests from others in the group this week 
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One Another - Love One Another - Week 4 
 

Truth 
 

Love One Another 

 

The Glue of Christian Community 

Glue:  What is the purpose of different types of glue? List five different types of glue 
and its purpose.  

 

 

 

In the context of putting on the new self (Col 3:1-17), Paul mentions the role that 
“love” plays in biblical relationships. “And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony” (3:14). 

 

One Another and Love 
 
Read these verses that connect other one another practices with loving one another. 
 
 
Be devoted to one another 

Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  

Honor one another 

Rom 12:10 “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 

Serve one another 

Gal 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 
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Bearing with one another 

Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another 
in love. 

Live in harmony with one another 

1 Pet 3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, 
love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

 

The Hallmark of Christian Community 

John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another."  

Love One Another Verses 

John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” 

John 15:17 “These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

Romans 12:10 “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor.” 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 “and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 
for one another and for all, as we do for you” 

1 Peter 1:22 “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart” 

1 Peter 4:8 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins.” 

1 John 3:23 “And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.” 

1 John 4:7 “Let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God.” 

1 John 4:11 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 

 

Loving my brothers and sisters (from A Gospel Primer by Milton Vincent) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+3:12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+1:22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+4:8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+3:23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+4:7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+4:11&version=ESV
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Equipping 

 

Read the following verses and answer the following question.   

Why do you think we could call loving one another the “Hallmark” of Christian 
community? 

John 15:12, 17 

Rom 12:10 

1 Th 3:12 

1 Pet 1:22, 4:8 

1 John 3:23, 4:7, 4:11 

 

Read the following quote. James Boice states, “Finally, we are told that we should 
love one another in that love is God’s present and continuing activity. What God is 
doing is working in Christians through love in order that others who do not yet 
know him might see him through such divine activity. Do those who are not yet 
Christians see God in you? It is a breathtaking thought. But this verse [John 
13:35] teaches that they can and will, if you will love others.”  

How have you seen what Boice is suggesting lived out? Be specific. 

 

 

John 13:34-What does it look like to love one another within the body of Christ? 
What opportunities do you see? 

 

 

 

John 13:35- How is the gospel manifested when others see the love we have for 
one another?   
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REPENT 

Where does this lesson show a need for a change of attitude or behavior, and/or 
your need for Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BELIEVE 
 
What does this lesson invite you to believe about God and the redemptive work of 
Christ? What does this lesson invite you to believe about God’s care for you?  

 

 

 

 

FIGHT 

As you trust what you discovered above, how should you to live because of it and 
through it?  
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Accountability 

 
Before your time together, thank about the questions below. You might be asked any 
of these questions and you may be asking them of one another during your time 
together. These questions will help you to examine your life in light of the truth you 
explored this week and allow each of you an opportunity to encourage each other. 
Space is below so that you may jot down any notes during the discussions in your 
meeting so that you may post on Facebook and other social media. 
 
What sins have you been struggling with for which you need to repent? 
 
 
Where have you been repenting lately? 
 

 

Where in your life have you not been believing the gospel? 
 

 

Where in your life do you need to fight? 
 

 

What step have you been heavy footed in lately? 
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Mission 

How can we love the un-churched where we live, play and work? 
 
 
 
 

Share briefly an update on how the relationship is going with the three people on 
your prayer tags. 

 

 

What would the next step in one of these relationships look like? Each of you 
help brainstorm ways to further the relationship or take steps towards sharing the 
gospel. 

 

 

In general, do you feel encouraged or discouraged in these three relationships? 
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Supplication 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  
Phil 4:6-7 

Share your prayer requests with one another. Space is provided below to write them 
down. Use this to help remind you what to pray for each other during the week.   

In addition, there are a few questions to help you share requests. 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding the truth this week? 

 

 

In light of the discussion this week what do you need to pray for? 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding any situations in your life this week? 

 

 

Prayer requests from others in the group this week 
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