
 1 

Lesson Two 
The Love of God 

 
TRUTH 

 
In the previous lesson we saw that the gospel flows from God’s love, mercy, grace and 
kindness (hesed).  It is out of His love that sinners, who are dead in transgressions and 
sins are made alive in Christ.  Michael Horton states, “Christ’s offering of himself was an 
atonement, ‘a guilt offering.’  It was not a payment to make God love us, but a payment 
because of His love for us” (Lord and Servant: A Covenant Christology, 456). God is 
love (1 John 4:8).  God’s love flows from His goodness. The love of God, according to 
J.I. Packer is “an exercise of His goodness towards individual sinners whereby, having 
identified Himself with their welfare, He has given His Son to be their Savior, and now 
brings them to know and enjoy Him in a covenant relation” (Knowing God, 111).  
 
God’s love is more than what He does. It is the essence of God, and therefore is 
unchangeable and eternal. In this same avenue of thought, John Calvin quotes St. 
Augustine.  “God’s love is incomprehensible and unchangeable. For it was not after we 
were reconciled to Him through the blood of His Son that He began to love us. Rather, 
He has loved us before the world was created, that we also might be among His sons” 
(Institutes of Christian Religion, 2.16.3-4). 
  
The Cross of Christ 
The cross of Christ is the supreme demonstration and exhibition of the love of God.  
The love of God, then, is the source or cause of the atoning work of Christ. God does 
not love men because Christ died for them.  Christ died for them because God loved 
them (Storms. The Grandeur of God, 131).   
 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)  

 
First Paul describes our situation.  We are powerless, ungodly sinners.  We are 
powerless to seek God (John 3:11) or even comprehend spiritual things (1 Corinthians 
2:14).  There was nothing in us that would merit God’s forgiveness. Christ died for the 
ungodly, for those who know they stand guilty before God.  All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).  “We have looked at the dark side: ourselves.  
We have seen that God has loved us, not when we were lovely people who were 
seeking Him out and trying to obey Him, but when we were actually fighting Him…That 
alone makes the measure of God’s love very great” (James Boice. Romans, Volume 2, 
537). 
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Knowing that God loved us while we were yet sinners should cause us to ponder His 
motivation.  Also, Scripture tells us that Christ was willing to lay down His life for us.  He 
endured the cross, scorning our shame that was put on Him. 
 

1 John 3:16: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us.”  
Hebrews 12:12: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Isaiah 53:4-5: “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” 

 
Jesus was willing to lay down His life for us, because God the Father has loved us and 
sent His Son (Jesus).  God did not spare Jesus the suffering on the cross that was 
necessary for us to be justified and redeemed, but gave Him up for us. 
 

1 John 4:10: “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
Romans 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” 

 
If we keep in view the gravity of sin and the holiness of God, we are awed by “the 
incomprehensible marvel of both Calvary itself and the sovereign purpose of love, which 
Calvary fulfilled.  The more we emphasize the inflexible demands of justice and holiness 
the more marvelous become the love of God and its provisions” (John Murray. 
Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 18). 
 
The cross can be seen as proof of God’s love when at the same time it is seen as proof 
of His justice.   

The Cross=God’s Love + God’s Justice 
 
Out of God’s sovereign and eternal love for us, He sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.  Boice states, “So it is at the cross that we see the love of God in its 
fullness.  What a great, great love this is” (Romans, Volume 2, 539). 
 
Paul prays for the church in Ephesus, that they “being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ (Ephesians 3:17-18).  Before we are able to comprehend the 
fullest measure of the love of God, we need to see our sinfulness.  It is only when we 
realize there is nothing we can do to earn God’s favor or forgiveness, that we see the 
depth of God’s love.  As those redeemed by the blood of Christ, we see the expanse of 
His love even more as we come to grasp that there is nothing we can do to have God 
love us more.  And there is nothing we can do to have God love us less. 
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When we go back to the cross we see the greatest demonstration of God’s love. “The 
costliness of the sacrifice assures us of the greatness of the love” (Murray, Redemption 
Accomplished and Applied, 17.)  Therefore we must go to the cross daily.  It is there that 
we can find the security and assurance God provides through the atoning sacrifice of 
Christ. 
 
Shaken? Maybe, But Secure 
In the book, In the Grip of Grace, Bryan Chapell explores Romans 8:31-39.  He states, 
“God knows our assurance of his love can be shaken.  Whatever is going on in your life, 
whatever has happened, whatever will occur, Paul says this assurance is yours to claim 
as a believer: Jesus love me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so” (120). Within this text 
Chapell shows the greatness of God’s love. 
 
Love Greater than Sin 

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:31-32) 

 
The first declaration of God’s love is that it is greater than our sins. The struggle with sin 
can often be the one thing that can shake a believer’s assurance of God’s love, but Paul 
reminds them that now God is for them.  And if God is for them who can be against 
them?  “We are assured of the love of God despite our sins, because in Christ’s 
sacrifice God shows his love overcomes sin.  The cross shows how much he loves us 
and how he can keep loving us” (121). For those who are in Christ, there is no 
condemnation (Romans 8:1).  Therefore, no charges can be brought against those who 
put their trust in Christ.  And we cannot be condemned because we are justified through 
Christ’s death on the cross.  
 

Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who 
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
(Romans 8:33-34) 

 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Jesus died for God’s elect and even now 
intercedes on their behalf. “Christ did not die that we would be more burdened. God’s 
desire is that we can be free of the weight of our sin so that we can be released to serve 
him fully” (125).   
 
This assurance of forgiveness includes our past, present and future sins.  We still 
struggle with sin and need to repent of our sin; however, we are no longer under the 
punishment of sin or enslaved to sin. 
 
One of the clearest pictures of forgiveness in the Old Testament is found in Zechariah 3, 
when Joshua the high priest is standing before God in filthy clothes.  Satan comes 
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before God accusing Joshua. The Lord rebukes Satan and demands that Joshua be 
clothed with rich garments and a new turban. Then God declares, “See, I have taken 
away your sin” (Zechariah 3:4). God has declared those who put their faith in Christ 
justified (a legal term), and no long under condemnation. This is a picture of what the 
Gospel does. Sinners standing before God are guilty objects of His wrath, and therefore 
are under the judgment of death. But because God loved us while we were yet sinners 
He sent Christ to die for us.  God removes our filthy clothes (our sins) and places them 
on Christ on the cross.  But because of Christ’s righteousness the sins are forgiven and 
God places Christ’s rich garments on us (His righteousness). 
 
Love Greater than Circumstances 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For 
your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. (Romans 8:35-37) 

 
We often allow the struggles of life to distract us and take our eyes off the Lord.  They 
can often cause us to doubt God’s love.  Sometimes they are serious things like cancer, 
the loss of a job, broken relationships. There are thousands upon thousands of 
Christians around the world today who are persecuted and oppressed because of their 
faith in Jesus Christ. Christians remain one of the most persecuted religious groups in 
the world. While Christian persecution takes many forms, it is defined as any hostility 
experienced as a result of identification with Christ. Christian torture remains an issue 
for believers throughout the world including the risk of imprisonment, loss of home and 
assets, physical torture, beheadings, rape and even death as a result of their faith  
(https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/). 
 
Paul tells us that no matter what our troubles or hardships, we are not separated from 
God’s love. Even if, because of our faith in Christ, we have to go through persecution, 
famine, nakedness, danger or sword, God’s love is present and sure. Paul doesn’t stop 
here he continues his list as though he is challenging anyone to counter his claim. 
 
Love Greater than Satan 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 
Paul continues to list those things beyond this physical experience to the realms of time, 
space and the spiritual world.  “Beyond each of us are more than circumstances that 
may drive a wedge between us and our assurance of God’s love.  When he lists all the 
forces of this world that cannot separate us from the love of God, Paul includes angels, 
demons, powers, heights and depths.  The words echo other reminders from Paul that 
believers are involved in spiritual warfare” (Chapell. In the Grip of Grace, 133). 
 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/prison-torture-and-radical-persecution-why-this-country-is-the-modern-day-book-of-acts/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/
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Our battle is not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers 
(Ephesians 6:12). The forces of evil are real and they are seeking to destroy us.  The 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  We are called to 
resist him by faith, and the God of grace will rescue us (1 Peter 5:8-10).  Paul knows the 
forces of evil are real and he takes great care to assure us the love of Jesus is always 
greater than Satan’s assaults (Chapell. In the Grip of Grace, 134). 
 
John Stott says, “The apostle hurls these questions out into space, as it were, defiantly, 
triumphantly, challenging any creature in heaven or earth or hell to answer or to deny 
the truth that is contained in them.  But there is no answer, for nobody and nothing can 
harm the redeemed people of God” (Men Made New, 101, 103).  Paul’s boldness and 
audacity does not rest in the believer, but in God alone.  Paul’s assurance rests firmly in 
the fact nothing can defeat us if the Almighty God of the universe is on our side” (Boice, 
Romans, Volume 2, 953).   
 
There is nothing that can separate us from the love of Christ. It is not our love for Christ 
or for God the Father that triumphs. It is the love of Christ to us; it is the love of God to 
us.  
 
No Greater Love 
There is no greater love than the grace of the gospel. God’s love is an extravagant love. 
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are” (1 John 3:1).  Jesus, in speaking of himself and what 
He was preparing to do the following day, states, “Greater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). The love of Christ will never let us 
go; it matters not what happens.  D. M. Lloyd-Jones responds to this passage saying,  
 

As for myself, I am persuaded. I have given in long ago. I am no longer 
reasoning or arguing, and saying, ‘What?’ ‘But’, or ‘If!’ No, no! I am persuaded 
that ‘death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ With 
Paul, I am persuaded. Are you? (Romans: An Exposition of Chapter 8:17-39, 
457). 
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EQUIP 
 
What is the supreme demonstration and exhibition of the love of God?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you reflect on how God’s love affects you, what differences can your experience of 
God’s love make in your life and your relationship with God and others?  For example, 
do you have a tendency to complain or worry?  How could a greater awareness of 
God’s love impact your tendency to worry?  What impact could it have on your 
relationships with others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does God assure those in Christ (in Romans 8) that difficult circumstances do not 
prove that His love has failed? 
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ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
Are there any areas in your life that demonstrate a failure to believe in God’s love for 
you in Christ? How does this failure express itself? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Think through your Christian life.  What areas have a tendency to shake your 
awareness of God’s love?  Write out three promises or statements from Scripture that 
assure you in this area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was stated earlier, “We often allow the struggles of life to distract us and take our eyes 
off the Lord.  They can often cause us to doubt God’s love.” What circumstances have 
you struggled with in the past?  What can be applied from Philippians 4:4-7 in 
connection with God’s love for us? 
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MISSION 
 
How does the truth of the love of God change how you pray for non-believers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research Open Doors ‘World Watch List’ and pray for one of the persecuted countries: 
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Who are the three people (non-church, non-believers) you are praying for? 
 
1. ____________________________ 
2. ____________________________ 
3. ____________________________ 
 
Steps I have taken or will take to connect with them: 
 
1. _____________________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________________ 
 
  

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/
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SUPPLICATION 
 
Spend time praising God for the love of God in Christ for your life.  
 
Pray for your lost neighbors, friends, and family. 
 
Pray for Village Seven to be effective in the mission God has given it.  
 
What needs do you have that your group can be praying for? 
 
What is one area of godliness that you can pray for each other about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


