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TRUTH 
 

What is Hesed? 

From R.C. Sproul Jr. May 04, 2013 Category: Articles  

There may be no more significant Old Testament description of how God 
relates to His people than this Hebrew word hesed. I argue that the best 
translation of this term would be “loyal love.” God loves His people 
genuinely, immutably, loyally. Both the love and the loyalty are, of course, 
tightly bound together. That is, just as one cannot love capriciously so one 
cannot be loyal without love. God is for His people, and will never cease to 
be for them. 

Loyal-Love (Hesed) 
November 01, 2011 by Iain Duguid 

In the Old Testament, hesed is a central theological term. It is a key attribute in 
the Lord’s self-description in Exodus 34:6–7, as well as an obligation that is 
placed on all of His people in Micah 6:8. Yet because there is no exact English 
equivalent, it has proved hard for Bible translators to render it accurately. In 
various versions, it appears as “kindness,” “faithfulness,” “mercy,” “goodness,” 
“loyalty,” and “steadfast love.” In what follows, we shall explore how love and 
loyalty are combined in this one word. 

The most precious use of the word hesed in the Old Testament is as a 
description of what God does. Having entered a covenant relationship with His 
people, God bound Himself to act toward them in certain ways, and He is utterly 
faithful to His self-commitment. 

Psalm 136 explores what the Lord’s hesed means in its broadest possible terms, 
for each line concludes with the words: “his hesed endures forever.” Because of 
the Lord’s hesed, He created the universe, and He rules it daily through His 
providence (vv. 5–9, 25). Because of His hesed toward Israel, He redeemed 
them out of Egypt and brought them through the Red Sea and the wilderness into 
the Land of Promise. For the same reason, He hurled the Egyptians into the sea 
and struck down the Canaanite kings before them (vv. 11–21). Both His 
deliverance of His people and His destruction of their enemies are aspects of the 
Lord’s faithfulness to His promise to make Abraham a mighty nation, blessing 
those who bless him and cursing those who curse him (Genesis 12:1–3). 
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Even when His people sin against Him and face the consequences of their sin, 
they may still appeal to the Lord’s hesed, as the writer of Lamentations does in 
the midst of the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Surrounded by the evidence 
of the Lord’s faithfulness to judge wickedness, rebellion, and sin, he casts himself 
on the unchanging character of God, affirming, “The hesed of the LORD never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22–23). 

In Psalm 23:6, the psalmist declares that the Lord’s goodness and hesed will 
pursue him all the days of his life. The word pursue normally describes the action 
of pillaging armies and covenant curse, but the psalmist is convinced that instead 
of the covenant curse he deserves, the Lord’s faithful love and goodness will 
hunt him down relentlessly instead. 

The fullness of the Lord’s hesed is seen in the cross: there the true hasid, Jesus 
Christ Himself — the only human ever truly to be loyal to the Lord and to His 
neighbor in every aspect of life — was treated as the covenant breaker and 
cursed for sin so that we who are unfaithful might be clothed in His faithfulness 
and thus redeemed. In this way, God’s original covenant purpose to have a 
people for His praise was faithfully accomplished. 

The Lord’s hesed will never let us go. In the midst of life’s trials and tragedies, we 
may cry out to our loving Lord in confidence that nothing in all creation can ever 
separate us from the loyal love that chose us before time began, is sanctifying us 
in the present, and will faithfully bring us to our eternal home (Romans 8:28–30). 
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EQUIPPING 
 

Read through the following passages and write down all the references that 
highlight God’s hesed love. 

Psalm 23:6 

Psalm 136:1-9 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

John 3:23-25 

Romans 5:5-6, 8-9 

Ephesians 2:4-9 

1 John 4:9-10 

Write a prayer in response to God’s hesed love (be ready to share with your 
group). 

 

 

 

In response to God’s hesed love, how then should we live (Romans 12:1-2)? 

 

 

 

How do the following words of Jesus reflect a proper response to God’s hesed 
love? 

 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 22:38-39: “This is the great and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
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ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
Before your time together, review the questions in the equipping section.  Are 
there specific truths or principles that God is impressing upon you?  It might be a 
truth issue (head), a heart issue or an application issue (hand). 
 
Head issue: 

 

 

 

 

Heart issue: 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand issue: 
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MISSION 
 

How would loving your neighbor as yourself open up opportunities to not only 
share the gospel of God, but also your own life (1 Thessalonians 2:8)? 

 

 

 

 

Who are the three people (non-church, non-believers) you are praying for? 

1. ____________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ 
 
 

What specific ways can you love those who are praying for to build a bridge with 
them? 

 

1. _____________________________________________ 
 

2. _____________________________________________ 
 

3. _____________________________________________ 
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SUPPLICATION 

 

Share your prayer requests with one another.  Space is provided below to write 
them down.  Use this to help remind you what to pray for each other during the 
week.  In addition, here are a few questions to help you share requests. 

What are your prayer requests regarding the truth this week? 

 

 

 

In light of the discussion this week what do you need to pray for? 

 

 

 

What are your prayer requests regarding any situations in your life this week? 

 

 

 

Prayer requests from others in the group this week 
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